ORDINANCE NO. 1180

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL AMENDING ARTICLES I, II
AND III, CHAPTER 5 OF THE ROSWELLCITY CODE RELATING TO ANIMALS
AND FOWL TO PROHIBIT: MISTREATMENT AND CRUELTY TO ANIMALS,
ABANDONMENT OF ANIMALS, USE OF STEEL LEG TRAPS AND ANIMAIL FIGHTS.
REQUIRING NOTICE OF ANIMALS INJURED BY MOTOR VEHICLES, MAKING
PROVISIONS REGARDING DISPOSITION OF DEAD ANIMALS, PROVIDING
FOR NOTICE OF IMPOUNDMENTS AND FOR PUBLIC SALE OF IMPOUNDED
ANIMALS. MAKING GENERAL CLERICAL CORRECTIONS TO SAID ARTICLES,
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FIXING
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.

WHEREAS, the City of Roswell desires to more specifically
define the conduct constituting cruelty to animals as set forth
in the Roswell City Code, and

WHEREAS, certain provisions in the Roswell City Code no
longer properly characterize the policies of the City's Animal
Control Facility and it is the City's desire to correct such
provisions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY,
THE CITY COUNCIL, OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, as follows:

Section 1. 1In the Roswell City Code (1984) Section 5-1,
"Cruelty to Animals" is hereby amended to read as set forth below:

(a) Cruelty to animals consists of:

1. Physical abuse. It is unlawful for any person to
willfully or maliciously kill, maim, disfigure, torture, beat,
mutilate, burn, scald or otherwise injure any animal; except that
reasonable force may be employed to drive off vicious or trespas-
sing animals.

2. Working cruelly. It is unlawful for any person to drive
or work any animal cruelly or work any animal when such animal is
unfit for labor.

3. Neglect. It is unlawful for any person to fail or
refuse to provide any animal in his charge or custody with proper
food, drink, air, light, shade, shelter or protection from the
weather; or to carry any animal in or upon any vehicle without
proper ventilation or in any cruel, inhumane or unsafe manner.

4. Abandonment. It is unlawful for any person to aban-
don any animal within the city of Roswell. Wherever an animal is
or will be without proper care because of injury, illness, incar-
ceration or other absence of its owner for a period of over 24
hours, the Animal Control Officer or his representative may take
up such animal for protective care under proper court order.

5. Poisoning and trapping. It is unlawful for any
person to make accessible to any animal, with the intent of harming
or killing, a substance which has been treated or prepared with
harmful or poisonous material. No person shall use or set a steel
leg hold trap within the city of Roswell. This section shall not
prohibit the erradication of vermin which are a threat to public
health.

6. Injury by motor vehicle. Any motor vehicle operator
who strikes or runs down any animal shall immediately notify the
Animal Control Officer. The operator, or a passenger, shall
immediately notify the animal's owner or the Animal Control Officer
furnishing the facts surrounding the accident and the injuries
sustained by the animal. The operator shall remain at or near






